Helicobacter pylori in children and adolescents.
There is now considerable evidence that suggests that the H. pylori organism isa human pathogen. The strong association between H. pylori and gastroduodenal disease is well documented. A number of hypotheses have been suggested for the pathogenic mechanisms of H. pylori-induced gastroduodenal disease, including the presence of bacterial virulence factors, the production of inflammatory mediators, disregulation of acid secretion, and the host immune response. At the present time, treatment with a combination of a proton pump inhibitor and antimicrobial agents continues to be recommended for the treatment of H. pylori-associated peptic ulcer disease.